
 
             

                               
 Pupils in action at Rednal Hill School Tri-Golf Course 

Benefits of building a Tri-Golf Course 
 
Tri-Golf is the perfect resource to offer children their first introduction to golf at school, and many teachers and 
coaches are delivering it.  Tri-Golf equipment is adaptable, and has reaches beyond the traditional PE 
department as two primary schools in the West Midlands (Rednal Hill and Lyng Primary) have shown by 
constructing a Tri-Golf course in their grounds.  As well as making golf more accessible to pupils, the courses 
have had a positive impact on enhancing teaching across the curriculum and both schools received recognition 
from Ofsted for the contribution the golf initiatives have made.  

 
Rednal Hill Primary School  

 
Rednal Hill was one of the first schools to see the potential of a Tri-Golf course.  Tri-Golf equipment was 
purchased to offer an alternative lunchtime activity to football for pupils who did not take part in team sports.  
Under the leadership of Headteacher Graham Catt, now retired, here is how the course evolved into a 
permanent fixture: 
 

 Rather than play traditional Tri-Golf games, pupils constructed a miniature golf course on the school 
field. A white cone marked the ‘tee’ and a PE hoop became the ‘hole’ to aim for. 
 

 Graham developed a competition format and guided the children into the creation of a temporary 9-
hole course that could be easily constructed on a daily basis.    
 

 Pupils produced a simple 9-hole score card that could be used while playing 3 or 4 holes during their 
lunch breaks. Scores were totalled and a ‘Winner of the Week’ was awarded.  
 

 The popularity of the activity led to the children developing a booking system at morning break for 
pupils to place a reservation to play at lunchtime. 
 

 With the help of Birmingham Council’s grounds maintainance team, part of the school field was 
landscaped by adjusting mowing heights, tees were created, an old jump pit was transformed into a 
bunker and a local tree nursery provided some plants to create tree-lined fairways.   
 

 The Rednal Hill Tri-Golf course opened up all kinds of different opportunites for learning across 
curriculum as pupils even acted, filmed and produced a comedy video breaking down images of golf.  

 
The Rednal Hill Tri-Golf course offically opened in 2004, with a three way competition between parents, 
teachers and pupils, and competitions have been a regular feature of the school calendar ever since.  The 
school now hosts the annual ‘Birmingham Tri-Golf Open’ where a replica Claret Jug, sponsored by Birmingham 
Council, is awarded to the winner. Rednal Hill has also competed in numerous county golf competitions and at 
the Golf Foundation’s National Tri-Golf Finals in 2010 and 2011 (crowned the winner in 2010.) The Rednal Hill 
course has rightly become a flagship of Tri-Golf and offers a model that other schools can replicate. 
 
Quote: 
“Ofsted recognised the contribution the golf initiative made to citzenship education in school.  Golf has 
touched the lives of a large number of children (into the thousands) and given them something that they can 
take on in their future lives.  The positive attitudes and skills of co-operation, respect, honesty, self-
motivation, concentration, and perseverance have far greater benefits to the future of young people.  I 
believe that these skills have impacted on pupils behaviours, their responsibilty and maturity. “ Graham Catt, 
Rednal Hill School 

  



 
 

 
       

 

    
 Opening of the Lyng Primary Tri-Golf course (Pictures: Express & Star) 

  

Lyng Primary School, Sandwell  
 

Lyng Primary School in Sandwell received HSBC Golf Roots Plus funding to build its 9-hole Tri-Golf course in 
2014.    The school serves a culturally diverse community, and many of its students had little or no experience 
of golf. With adequate space in the school grounds it was decided that a Tri-Golf course would offer the ideal 
opportunity to develop pupils’ interest in a new sport that could be creatively incorporated across the 
curriculum.  A Tri-Golf workshop was delivered to all staff so that they could understand how to get the most 
out of the equipment.  
 
The course was opened in November 2015 and local PGA Professional, Greg Lynch from nearby Warley Woods 
GC supported the project by delivering taster sessions for pupils. As children use the course, they are required 
to interact with pupils of different ages and ensure that all players know the rules and golfing etiquette. To 
enjoy a friendly and competitive game, pupils are required to greet one another on the 1st tee and shake hands 
once the final hole is completed. 
 
The course has also been used for team building exercises on teacher training days and has already had a 
positive impact on pupils and the curriculum, particularly in the teaching of Maths and English 
    

 Staff have used the course to teach key maths concepts such as shape, area, perimeter, distance and 
length.  
 

 In literacy lessons, pupils have been asked to write descriptions of each hole and produce leaflets to 
promote the course.    
 

 One student, ‘Joe’ has since joined Warley Woods GC as a result of being introduced to golf at school.  
 

According to Peter Staniland, Deputy Head Teacher, the Tri-Golf course has had huge benefits to pupils and 
the school:  
 
“Skills such as honesty, empathy, team work and self-confidence are at the forefront of every golf sessions 
that takes place. Ofsted were really impressed with the work that has been produced as a result of the links 
to the Tri-Golf course.”   
 
 
The Lyng Primary School and Rednal Hill Tri-Golf courses show how a Tri-Golf course can be a beneficial 
addition to any primary school.  A Tri-Golf course not only presents pupils with their first taste of golf, but can 
be innovatively used to support teaching and learning.   
 
A guide to building your own school Tri-Golf course is available at: http://www.golf-
foundation.org/page.asp?section=375&search=tri-golf+course 
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