
One of the Golf Foundation’s strategic aims
is to help young people to ‘Start, Learn and
Stay’ in golf by providing a player pathway.
The GolfSixes League initiative, part-funded
by Sport England and supported by the
European Tour, was originally trialled to
offer new junior golfers the opportunity to
play in a competitive golf league with local
golf clubs, with a view to creating regular
players and additional junior members.   
After a successful trial in 2017 the
GolfSixes League was expanded to 102
clubs in 2018, and for the first time included
facilities in Scotland and Wales. The Leagues
were supported by the Golf Foundation’s
10 Regional Development Officers in
England and the teams from Scottish Golf
and Wales Golf. 

In 2018, squads of 12 boys and girls wore
GolfSixes League branded coloured team
shirts and represented their golf clubs in
regular fixtures. The events involved six-hole
matches against other clubs in a fun ‘Texas
Scramble’ format and were designed to
create a sense of belonging in junior
sections, while also forging a respect for
practice among young players.
The Golf Foundation is delighted to report
that the 2018 GolfSixes League feedback
received from players, parents and PGA
professionals has been overwhelmingly
supportive of the initiative. Results have
shown that there has been a significant
increase in junior membership, and in
response to this, the Golf Foundation is
aiming to expand the initiative to 366 clubs

by 2021. With junior retention an on-going
concern for golf clubs, GolfSixes League
looks set to be a promising initiative that
boosts junior golf participation and
membership.

2018 Impact Report
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were female

GolfSixes League created more junior members at golf clubs in 2018. 
There was a 34% increase (42% in England) in affiliated 

membership at the golf clubs involved.
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GolfSixes League – Boosting young people’s 
connection to golf clubs 



“The feedback has 
been incredible. The connection 

with my 12 players and families has
heightened. I chose my team based on
their interest and attendance… since 

GolfSixes the interest has gone through
the roof. A brilliant initiative.”  

(Kingsway Golf Centre)

“I loved GolfSixes 
as I played with different 

people and had a great time. 
I now play more golf and have

played some new courses 
with my Dad.” 

(aged 12)

“I truly believe that this
is a fantastic format for children 

to play.  You can see the increase in 
confidence and enjoyment of all that took

part.  Many parents have noticed an 
improvement in their child’s 

social skills.”  
(Swansea Bay GC)

Highlights/Impact
From the monitoring feedback and particpants’ survey we have
learnt that the 2018 GolfSixes League has proved to be highly
popular with club management, PGA professionals, parents and
players. 

GolfSixes League encouraged
children to play more golf
Being part of the GolfSixes League has clearly been a positive and
enjoyable experience for the young people involved. Survey
feedback from players revealed that the top 3 elements they
enjoyed most about GolfSixes League were the opportunities to
play on different courses, be part of a team and make new friends.  

GolfSixes League increased junior
membership at participating clubs
GolfSixes League has had a positive effect on the golf clubs
involved. It has stimulated growth in junior membership and
attendance, boosted club revenue and improved connections with
parents and children. Golf clubs made a considerable effort to
ensure the League was a success for the young players, 74%
adapted their main course and offered additional practice sessions
for their squads, which many young people attended.
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93%
of players rated

their enjoyment of
GolfSixes League 

as 8 out of 10

68%
attended regular

practice and many
squad members

joined extra 
coaching sessions

82%
would like to play 

more golf as a result
of being part of a
GolfSixes League

67%
of children ‘Love 

Golf’ following their
involvement in

GolfSixes League

There was a

34%
increase (42% in 

England) in affiliated
membership at the
golf clubs involved 
in GolfSixes League

GolfSixes League

increased
golf club revenue
from coaching,

membership, food,
beverage, equipment

and clothing sales

58%
of PGA coaches 

provided additional
practice sessions 
for their squad

members (compared
to 41% in 2017)

“I have difficulties 
at school which causes me 

lots of stress but playing golf 
makes me feel happy and 

relaxed.” (aged 10)

“It was good that 
there were as many 

girls as boys.” 
(aged 10)

“GolfSixes has motivated 
those taking part to play more, 

get handicaps and progress to CONGU.  
It has helped integrate junior members 

and by hearing about the GolfSixes League 
we have had a large influx of new 

junior beginner members.” 
(Seacroft GC)

“The GolfSixes 
League has been a fantastic 

project and opportunity for the young 
golfers to play a different format, new courses
and meet other young players. Everyone at the

club has thoroughly enjoyed every game.” 
Iain Fulton, PGA Head Teaching 

Professional at Belton Woods Golf 
Club in Lincolnshire
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GolfSixes League PR
The GolfSixes League was widely promoted in
2018.  Press releases were distributed and the
Golf Foundation’s social media platforms
(Facebook, Instagram and Twitter) were populated
with posts and images from the GolfSixes League
launch and club fixtures (participating golf clubs
were encouraged to share photos of their teams
at the different events).  

Positive PR was gained at the GolfSixes League
launch at the Centurion Club in May, when Sky
Sports presenter Vernon Kay interviewed the Golf
Foundation’s Head of Development, Martin
Crowder (the interview was shown on Sky Sports
and website, and had a potential reach of 4M).  As
part of a wider emphasis on team golf during the
Ryder Cup, BBC Radio 5 Live also ran a piece
about GolfSixes League at a Cheshire fixture
hosted by Mottram Hall GC.

Parents were supportive of the leagues and enjoyed the programme
Parental engagement with the GolfSixes League initiative has once again been significant. High numbers attended events as spectators, or
played a valuable support role to ensure the events ran smoothly. The majority described the initiative as fun and a good way to meet other
parents and children. As expected, most parents were golfers however it was promising to see that 38% 
were from a non-golfing background and recognised the positive and social aspects of the game.
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“A great initiative 
to support the development of

junior golfers, with matches attended 
and played in a truly positive spirit and 
with children, parents and organisers all
playing their part to support the event 

and one another.”  
(Golf Club member)

“My daughter 
was new to golf this year and 
the GolfSixes League was a 

great introduction to playing and 
meeting new friends who like golf too.  

The social aspect was friendly.”  
(Non-golfer) 

88%
of parents described 
GolfSixes League as

FUN

65%
of parents

volunteered at
GolfSixes League

events in roles such
as chaperoning,

caddying and scoring

77%
described GolfSixes 

League as 

friendly 
and easy

going
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The future of GolfSixes League
The Golf Foundation is grateful for the support of the European Tour and Sport England in
backing an initiative designed specifically to keep young people engaged in the sport.  The 34%
increase in membership and 68% of players attending regular practice sessions demonstrates the
impact of GolfSixes League in bringing more young people and their parents into golf clubs.

With the help of the home nations – England Golf, Scottish Golf & Wales Golf – the Golf
Foundation has set itself the ambitious target of growing GolfSixes League to 83 leagues, 366
clubs and over 4,000 youngsters by December 2021.

As a child-centred charity that wishes to help protect the future of the game, the Golf
Foundation is delighted that golf clubs have reported a greater connection with juniors and their
parents, increased revenue from food and beverage sales, and an overall ‘feel good’ factor about
an initiative that is designed to meet the needs of modern society.  GolfSixes League offers a fun
and quick way of enjoying competitive golf that can be easily fitted into busy family lives.


